
LIVING FAITH
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 28, 2024 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY 
John 15:1-8 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 
He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 
Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 
because apart from me you can do nothing. 
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
In the image of the vine and the branches, we see very clearly that our life comes from 
God. We are rooted in God, and planted in God. Everything that is good comes from 
God. And God offers to each one of us this special gift of life and in life. If only we 
accept God invitation, if only we surrender, God will work in us to produce even more 
fruit. But it can be hard for us to surrender to God. We like to go our own way, do our 
own thing, be in control. If we let God take control, abundant life is possible.  God will 
abide in us. Picture that! Imagine that wonderful gift of God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, 
abiding in us, and we in God. That’s the promise of Jesus. If we abide in God, God will 
abide in us. And surrendering to living in that kind of love will change the world. 

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• What does it mean to you, to “abide in God”? What would change if
you surrendered and gave yourself completely to that kind of love?

• What makes this kind of relationship with God difficult?
• What would you be doing differently if you acted like a branch on God’s

vine?
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SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
CONTINUING TO EXPLORE THE SYNTHESIS REPORT 

LOOKING AT CHAPTER 10- CONVERGENCES 
CONSECRATED LIFE AND LAY ASSOCIATIONS AND MOVEMENTS: A CHARISMATIC SIGN

© 2024 Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. John's Synod infographics from synod.va



CHRIST’S HANDS AND FEET 
A TREASURE FROM OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 

St. Teresa of Ávila (1515-1582) is probably the female saint and 
mystic with the greatest influence in the world. She entered and 
reformed the Carmelite Order, and established small convents 
throughout Spain. She traveled on foot, and thus became called the 
“walking” (“andariega”) saint.  

She taught her nuns to think and pray on their own, and to 
concentrate in order to hear the Lord in their interior, in what she 
called the “Interior Castle.” She always abandoned herself to God’s 
will, and often used to say, “I am yours, Lord; I was born for You. 
What do you want from me?”  

Teresa suffered greatly from illnesses, and is patron saint of those 
who suffer from headaches.  

In 1970, together with Saint Catherine of Siena, she was declared a 
Doctor of the Church. 

© 2024 Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. John's Synod infographics from synod.va




