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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 7, 2024 

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY-- John 20:19-31 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 
them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 
them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be 
with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My 
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
Thomas has been known down through the ages as “Doubting Thomas.” He was not 
there when the other Apostles saw the risen Jesus, touched him, and heard him speak 
to them. He asked for proof that Jesus, who he knew had died, had in fact risen from 
the dead. He wanted to touch and feel, to be reassured that this was real. In a way, 
you and I, the modern-day-disciples of Jesus, are like Thomas. We have not seen, but 
we are called to believe.  

To believe does not mean that we never doubt. To believe means to ask questions and 
seek with a sincere heart and mind for Jesus, for God, for truth, goodness and beauty. 
It means to trust in the love and mercy of God.  

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

• How did you come to believe in Jesus?
• What keeps you going when you are tempted to doubt?
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Subscribe to our weekly Catechetical resource.  E-mail:  Familycatechesis@rcsj.org
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DID YOU KNOW? 
• EASTER IS CALLED “THE GREAT SUNDAY”

• THE SEASON OF EASTER LASTS FOR 50 DAYS
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SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
CONTINUING TO EXPLORE THE SYNTHESIS REPORT 

LOOKING AT CHAPTER 8- CONVERGENCES 

Today we are going through the 
convergences part of chapter "8-- Church 
is Mission" 

The Church, rather than having a 
mission, 'is' mission, embodying the 
mandate of Christ to spread the Gospel. 
Every disciple, irrespective of role or 
vocation, shares responsibility for this 
mission, practicing co-responsibility 
essential for synodality. 
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