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THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY--Mark 1:21-28 
They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, 
he entered the synagogue and taught. 
They were astounded at his teaching, 
for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 
Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, 
and he cried out, ‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.’ 
But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of him!’ 
And the unclean spirit, throwing him into convulsions 
and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 
They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, 
‘What is this? A new teaching—with authority! 
He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.’ 
At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL 
Having called his first disciples, Jesus begins to carry out his mission in his home territory of 
Galilee.  In Mark’s Gospel the first teaching and the first miracle take place in the synagogue 
in Capernaum.  Mark presents Jesus as the “prophet like Moses” whom God had long 
promised to send to Israel. 

In the Bible, a “prophet” is not one who foretells the future. Rather, prophets are people who 
speak God’s word to us in particular situations.  Prophets are not nearly so interested in the 
future as they are in the present; they clarify current situations in the light of God’s word and 
God’s plan for us.  The task of a prophet is to highlight God’s presence and action in current 
events and help us to see things from God’s point of view.  Out of a personal relationship with 
God a prophet receives a deep insight into the divine reality as well as the human condition 
and the state of the world.  Then in both words and action prophets threaten, promise, accuse 
and exhort – all in the name of God and in the hope of awakening people to God and God’s 
way, with a view to making the world and our lives better. 

Throughout the ages God continues to raise up prophets. 

TALKING WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
• Name some current or recent prophets in the church or in the world.  Take them one at

a time and talk about why you see them as prophets.
• Talk about ways that you feel challenged by prophetic voices.
• What are your prophetic gifts?
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THIS WEEK WE CELEBRATE 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2 

FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD AND 
WORLD DAY FOR CONSECRATED LIFE 

Initiated in 1997 by Saint John Paul II, the World Day for Consecrated Life is celebrated annually on 
February 2nd, the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. This Feast is also known as Candlemas 
Day; the day on which candles are blessed symbolizing Christ who is the light of the world. So too, 
those in consecrated life are called to reflect the light of Jesus Christ to all peoples. St. John Paul gave 
as the purpose of this World Day: “to help the entire Church to esteem ever more greatly the 
witness of those persons who have chosen to follow Christ by means of the practise of the 
evangelical counsels” as well as “to be a suitable occasion for consecrated persons to renew their 
commitment and rekindle the fervour which should inspire their offering of themselves to the Lord.” 

We are grateful to these consecrated men and women of our Archdiocese 
who live out their baptismal vocation by professing the evangelical 
counsels of poverty, chastity and obedience in a religious congregation, a 
secular institute or through private vows. The World Day for Consecrated 
Life is a wonderful opportunity for us to show our gratitude to them by 
praying for God’s continued blessing upon them and by praying that many 
others will hear and respond to the call to Consecrated Life. 

"This then is the consecrated life: praise which gives joy to God’s people, prophetic vision that reveals 
what counts. Consecrated life is not about survival, it is not about preparing ourselves for ars bene 
moriendi: this is the temptation of our days, in the face of declining vocations. No, it is not about 
survival, but new life. “But… there are only a few of us…” – it’s about new life. It is a living encounter 
with the Lord in his people. It is a call to the faithful obedience of daily life and to the unexpected 
surprises from the Spirit. It is a vision of what we need to embrace in order to experience joy: Jesus" --
Pope Francis, World Day for Consecrated Life Homily, February 2, 2019 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
ST BLAISE 

© 2024 Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. John's



THE SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 
LOOKING AT THE SYNTHESIS REPORT 
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